
Guided Reading: The 

Gardener, a historical 

fiction picture book tak-

ing place during the 

Great Depression; A 

Taste of Blackberries , 

realistic fictional study 

of character and the 

themes of friendship and 

grief; A River Runs Wild, 

an informational allegory 

dealing with environ-

mental stewardship; He-

roes of 911, informational 

text;  26 Fairmount Ave-

nue, an autobiography; 

Let’s Meet Great Ameri-

cans : Walt Disney; The 

Wright Brothers at Kitty 

Hawk, a biography re-

lated to NC Social Stud-

ies; Scholastic News 

Magazine, a variety of 

current events and infor-

mational text 

..Self-Selected Reading: 

a variety of literature 

related to beginning  of 

school, friendship, and 

season of the year. 

  

 

 

Writing: introducing the 

students to rules and 

procedures for writing 

with Ms. Jay; setting up 

the writing notebook and 

familiarizing the stu-

dents with the various 

components of the writ-

ing process. 

Ms. Gail’s and Ms. Chris’  

1st Nine Weeks Newsletter 

Greetings to the Families of our Fourth Grade Students: 

The summer has flown by and we have already begun a new school year. With the Early Bird Breakfast 

Program, the Behavior Clip Chart, and the switch to the Common Core and NC Essential Standards, we 

are beginning a year filled with many changes.  Ms. Chris and I believe these changes will be beneficial 

to your students and we are taking time each day to ensure that your child understands both these 

and the normal changes in routine that come with transitioning to a new grade level and different 

teachers. Fourth grade is also a learning leap as students are expected to become more independent 

learners and to delve more deeply into skills and concepts taught in previous years. We hope that you 

will keep the doors of communication by utilizing the student’ planners, the homework blog, and the 

TLC Grow Zone. Also feel free to email me at gail@naturallygrownkids.org and Ms. Chris at 

chris@naturallygrownkids.org if you have any questions. We will try to respond ASAP. With that said we 

will give you a brief summary of what we plan to teach during the first nine weeks. 

Math: Through our investigative approach in Math, the students will not only learn 

how to solve math problems, but more importantly, how these math problems relate to 

their everyday lives by understanding their connection to real-life situations.  Not 

only will the students be math learners, they will become math thinkers, doers and 

problem solvers by engaging in enriching, hands-on learning activities.  Throughout the 

year we will be sending home family letters that explain what the students are learn-

ing and provide activities that you can do at home to strengthen their knowledge and 

understanding of these concepts.  During the first nine weeks, we will be covering 

factors, multiples and arrays and then moving onto comparing data.  For more informa-

tion about Investigations math, visit http://investigations.terc.edu/families/ 

 Social Studies: The 4th grade Social Studies curriculum concentrates on North Caro-

lina’s history, economy, geography, government and culture.  During the first nine 

weeks, the students will be learning about the significance of North Carolina’s sym-

bols, buildings, statues, monuments and places as they relate to our state’s history,  

We will also be discussing North Carolina’s role in major conflicts and wars from the 

pre-Colonial through the Reconstruction Period.   

 

Science: As stated in 

TLC!’s Wellness Plan, our 

school “is committed to 

creating and sustaining a 

healthy school environ-

ment that supports stu-

dent achievement and well

-being by encouraging the 

development of lifelong 

wellness practices such as 

healthy eating and physi-

cal activity.” In conjunc-

tion with this Wellness 

Plan and the 4th grade 

Science and Healthful 

Living curriculum, we will 

be discussing the vital 

role that proper nutrition, 

exercise and healthy liv-

ing plays in our everyday 

lives.  Through classroom 

learning and cross-

curricular, hands-on ac-

tivities with Ms. Shelley 

in P.E. and Ms. Debby, our 

amazing chef, we will also 

be covering vitamins, min-

erals, wellness, stress 

management, disease pre-

vention and healthy rela-

tionships. 
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